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ANNUAL CROP SUMMARY 
 
 
IOWA:  Corn for grain production during 2009 is 
estimated at 2.44 billion bushels, down fractionally from 
the November 1 forecast, but up 11 percent from 2008.  
Iowa's producers averaged 182 bushels per acre, down 
1 bushel from the November 1 forecast, but 11 bushels 
higher than last year. Area harvested for grain increased 
50,000 acres from the previous forecast to 13.4 million 
acres, nearly 5 percent above 2008. Corn planted for all 
purposes in Iowa, at 13.7 million acres, was up 3 percent 
from 2008. 
Corn for silage production is estimated at 
4.84 million tons, up 18 percent from 2008.  The silage 
yield estimate of 22.0 tons per acre is 1.5 tons per acre 
higher than last year.  Producers harvested 220,000 acres 
of corn for silage, 20,000 more acres harvested than in 
2008. 
Soybean production is estimated at 486 million bushels in 
2009, unchanged from the November 1 forecast, but up 
8 percent from 2008. Iowa's producers averaged 
51.0 bushels per acre, unchanged from the November 1 
forecast, but 4.5 bushels higher than last year's yield. The 
harvested acreage of 9.53 million acres is more than 
1 percent below the 2008 estimate.  The planted acreage of 
soybeans, at 9.60 million acres, is 2 percent below 2008. 
All hay production for the state is estimated at 
4.00 million tons, down 25 percent from the 
5.33 million tons produced in 2008.  Producers averaged 
3.28 tons per acre. Harvested acres for hay was estimated 
at 1.22 million acres, down 21 percent from the previous 
year. 
Alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures production is estimated at 
3.31 million tons, down 24 percent from 2008.  Producers 
averaged 3.6 tons per acre.  Harvested acres decreased by 
20 percent from last year to 920,000  acres.  Iowa 
producers seeded 130,000 acres of alfalfa in 2009, up 
5,000 acres from the previous year. 
 Other hay production is estimated at 690,000 tons, 
28 percent below the previous year’s production.  
Producers averaged 2.3 tons per acre.   Harvested acres of 
other hay decreased 100,000 acres from the previous year 
to 300,000 acres. 
 
UNITED STATES:  U.S. corn for grain production is 
estimated at a record 13.2 billion bushels, up 2 percent 
from the November 1 forecast, and 1 percent above the 
previous record of 13.0 billion bushels set in 2007.  U.S. 
grain yield is also estimated at a record level for 2009, at 
165.2 bushels per acre.  This is up 2.3 bushels from the 
November forecast and 4.9 bushels above the previous 
record of 160.3 bushels per acre set in 2004. 
 
Soybean production in 2009 totaled 3.36 billion bushels, 
up 1 percent from the November 1 forecast and up 
13 percent from 2008.  U.S. production is the largest on 
record.  The average yield per acre is estimated at a record 
high 44.0 bushels, 0.7 bushel above the November 1 
forecast and 4.3 bushels above last year’s yield.  Harvested 
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Your response to our surveys is important and vital to 
providing accurate information to you and the public. 







Stocks of Grain  
 
Iowa:  Corn stocks in all positions on December 1, 2009 
totaled 2.18 billion bushels, up 8 percent from December 
1, 2008.  Of the total stocks, 67 percent were stored on-
farm.  The September - November 2009 indicated 
disappearance totaled  618 million bushels, 6 percent 
above the 582 million bushels used last year. 
 
Soybeans stored in all positions on December 1, 2009 
totaled 396 million bushels, down 4 percent from the 
410 million bushels on hand December 1, 2008.  Of the 
total stocks, 49 percent were stored on-farm.  Indicated 
disappearance for the September - November 2009 is 
121 million bushels, 24 percent above the 97 million 
bushels used last year. 
 
United States: Corn stored in all positions on December 
1, 2009 totaled 10.9 billion bushels, up 9 percent from 
December 1, 2008.  Of the total stocks, 7.45 billion 
bushels are stored on farms, up 15 percent from a year 
earlier.  Off-farm stocks, at 3.49 billion bushels, are 
down 3 percent from a year ago.  The September - 
November 2009 indicated disappearance is 3.89 billion 
bushels, compared with 3.64 billion bushels during the 
same period last year. 
 
Soybeans stored in all positions on December 1, 2009 
totaled 2.34 billion bushels, up 3 percent from December 
1, 2008.  Soybean stocks stored on farms totaled 
1.23 billion bushels, up 4 percent from a year ago.  Off-
farm stocks, at 1.11 billion bushels, are up 2 percent from 
last December.  Indicated disappearance for September - 
November 2009 totaled 1.16 billion bushels, up 
30 percent from the same period a year earlier. 
 
All wheat stored in all positions on December 1, 2009 
totaled 1.77 billion bushels, up 24 percent from a year 
ago.  On-farm stocks are estimated at 559 million 
bushels, up 23 percent from last December.  Off-farm 
stocks, at 1.21 billion bushels, are up 25 percent from a 
year ago.  The September - November 2009 indicated 
disappearance is 444 million bushels, up 2 percent from 
the same period a year earlier. 
 
Oats stored in all positions on December 1, 2009 totaled 
110 million bushels, 4 percent below the stocks on 
December 1, 2008.  Of the total stocks on hand, 
43.2 million bushels are stored on farms, up 1 percent 
from a year ago.  Off-farm stocks totaled 67.3 million 
bushels, down 7 percent from the previous year.  
Indicated disappearance during September - November 
2009 totaled 17.9 million bushels. 
 
Stocks of Grain, January 1, Iowa and United States 
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 1 Includes stocks at mills, elevators, warehouses, terminals, and processors. 















AGRICULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SURVEY 
(ARMS) 
 
                                            Because Better Data = 
                        BETTER DECISIONS 
 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is conducting the 
Agricultural Resource Management Survey (ARMS).  Your participation in this survey is important! 
 
 ARMS  is the only survey that gathers comprehensive data on the financial well-being of U.S. farm and 
ranch communities. 
 
 ARMS gives you an opportunity to provide accurate and timely information that will help government 
and agricultural leaders make sound policy decisions that will affect you and the future of your 
operation. 
 
One of our representatives may be contacting you.  As with all of its surveys, NASS guarantees that individual 
responses are kept completely confidential. 
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